
Culturally Relevant Instructional Practice

Measuring Up: Assessing Instructional Effectiveness



"All instruction is culturally responsive. The question is: 
To which culture is it currently oriented?”

—Gloria Ladson-Billings



The teacher who practices culturally 
relevant teaching understands that culture 
manifests in a variety of adaptations within 
how students prefer to learn. A culturally 
responsive teacher uses differentiated 
instruction to tailor learning to every aspect 
of a student's culture.



Assessment, if not done with equity in 
mind, privileges and validates certain 
types of learning and evidence of learning 
over others, can hinder the validation of 
multiple means of demonstration, and 
can reinforce within students the false 
notion that they do not belong in higher 
education.



The culturally relevant component involves 
assuring that the assessment process—
beginning with student learning outcome 
statements and ending with improvements 
in student learning—is mindful of student 
differences and employs assessment 
methods appropriate for different student 
groups. 



Choosing the Right Assessment



Choosing the Right Assessment



An example of a culturally relevant 
performance assessment includes a critical 
space for students to reflect on and share 
their personal stories and their identities as 
learners.



Culturally Responsive Assessment Mindset

Beginning with student learning outcome statements and 
ending with improvements in student learning, be 
mindful of student differences and employs assessment 
methods appropriate for different student groups.

Provide space for students to reflect on and share their 
personal stories and their identities as learners 

Allow students to demonstrate their learning in various 
ways while also being transparent about the learning that 
is taking place



Creating Culturally Relevant Assessments 

Build on prior 
knowledge Contextualize

Opportunities 
to leverage 

cultural capital

Demonstrate 
mastery in 

various ways 

Personal 
Stories



Reflection
• What might culturally relevant assessment practices look 

like in your learning environment?

• How has your understanding of culturally relevant 
assessment shifted?
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